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Celebrating passage
of the 19th Amendment
in August 1920

For use with “From the Vote ... to the
White House?” on p. 18 of the magazine

Hillary Clinton and Carly Fiorina
are both seeking the presidency.

T

he first time Matilda Young went
to jail, she was 19 years old.
Her crime? She was among
a group of women picketing outside the White House
in 1917, demanding that women be
granted the right to vote. Unlike today,
protesters at the president’s house were
unusual back then, and police charged
them with blocking the sidewalk.
Quieter tactics had gotten nowhere.
So there the women stood, outside
President Woodrow Wilson’s home with
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signs that read: “How long must women
wait for liberty?” and “Mr. President,
what will you do for woman suffrage?”
Young, who was from Washington,
D.C., is believed to be the youngest
protester arrested in a series of suffrage
demonstrations in 1917. She went on to
serve additional jail time over the next
few years and was accused of taking
part in protests where women set fire
to copies of President Wilson’s speeches to draw attention to their cause.
“The women of the country will keep

the flame of liberty ablaze until complete victory is assured,” Young said.
Young’s efforts, and those of earlier generations of women who had
marched and lobbied and gone to jail
for the right to vote, culminated with
the passage of the 19th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution in 1920. It was a
massive victory, yet in many ways it was
also just a first step in a larger quest for
women’s equality that’s still going on.
“Before the amendment, women were
secondary,” says Ruth B. Mandel, director of the Eagleton Institute of Politics
at Rutgers University in New Jersey.
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From the Vote… to the White House?
Next year, Americans could put a woman in the Oval Office— ANALYZE
THE
ARTICLE
a sign of how far women have come since they gained the
right to vote 95 years ago with the 19th Amendment BY MONICA DAVEY

“If they worked—mainly in urban areas
and among immigrant communities—
it was in menial jobs or, say, as
governesses. But passage of the suffrage
amendment—that began to change
everything.”

the ladies and be more generous and
favorable to them than your ancestors.”
The convention in Seneca Falls,
however, forced the issue out into the
open. A “Declaration of Sentiments
and Resolutions”—which borrowed
language from the Declaration of
Seneca Falls Convention
Independence—laid out grievances
The national effort for women’s right about the treatment of women in
to vote really began in 1848, during a education, work, property ownership,
women’s rights convenchurches, and the vote.
Before
tion in Seneca Falls, New
Leaders like Elizabeth Cady
suffrage,
York (see Timeline, p. 20).
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony
Women’s roles in the U.S.
began emerging. In 1872,
fear of
had long been debated,
Anthony even managed to
‘petticoat cast
mostly in private: In 1776,
a ballot in the presidenrule’
Abigail Adams wrote a lettial election, which got her
ter to her husband and future president, arrested in Rochester, New York.
John, at the Continental Congress in
Broad acceptance of women’s suffrage
Philadelphia, urging him to “remember came slowly. Some people feared that

giving women the vote would change
the country in untold ways. One antisuffrage group issued a pamphlet outlining reasons not to let women vote,
including that it would lead to “petticoat rule”—or a government run by
women. (A petticoat was a skirt, usually puffy and ruffled, that women wore
under their dresses.)
After the turn of the century, the
national push took on new momentum.
Key groups took up the cause, including women in an expanding workforce,
wealthy women, black women, and college women. Before 1900, most women
didn’t go to college—there was a widespread belief that education could harm
their health—and most of the women
who did go trained to be teachers and
nurses, according to Catherine Hill, vice
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‘All Men and Women Are Created Equal’
The campaign for women’s suffrage began in July 1848, when the nation’s first women’s rights convention was held
in Seneca Falls, New York. The convention produced the Declaration of Sentiments, a document drafted by Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and other suffrage leaders calling for gender equality; it was signed by 68 women and 32 men. Read this
excerpt along with the Upfront article about the women’s suffrage movement. Then answer the questions that follow.

Excerpt from the Declaration of Sentiments, July 20, 1848

W

e hold these truths to be self-

by abolishing the forms to which they

He has withheld from her rights

evident: that all men and women

are accustomed. But when a long train

which are given to the most ignorant

are created equal; that they are endowed

of abuses and usurpations, pursuing

and degraded men—both natives

by their Creator with certain inalienable

invariably the same object, evinces a

and foreigners.

rights; that among these are life, liberty,

design to reduce them under absolute

and the pursuit of happiness; that to

despotism, it is their duty to throw

first right of a citizen, the elective

secure these rights governments are

off such government, and to provide

franchise, thereby leaving her

instituted, deriving their just powers

new guards for their future security.

without representation in the halls

from the consent of the governed.

Such has been the patient sufferance

of legislation, he has oppressed her

Whenever any form of Government

of the women under this government,

on all sides.

becomes destructive of these ends, it is

and such is now the necessity which

He has made her, if married,

the right of those who suffer from it to

constrains them to demand the equal

in the eye of the law, civilly dead.

refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon

station to which they are entitled.

the institution of a new government,

The history of mankind is a history

Having deprived her of this

He has taken from her all right
in property, even to the wages

laying its foundation on such principles,

of repeated injuries and usurpations on

and organizing its powers in such

the part of man toward woman, having

Now, in view of this entire

form as to them shall seem most likely

in direct object the establishment of an

disfranchisement of one-half the

to effect their safety and happiness.

absolute tyranny over her. To prove this,

people of this country . . . and

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that

let facts be submitted to a candid world.

because women do feel themselves

she earns. . . .

governments long established should

He has never permitted her to

not be changed for light and transient

exercise her inalienable right to the

deprived of their most sacred rights,

causes; and accordingly, all experience

elective franchise.

we insist that they have immediate

hath shown that mankind are more

He has compelled her to submit

aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently

admission to all the rights and

disposed to suffer, while evils are

to laws, in the formation of which she

privileges which belong to them

sufferable, than to right themselves,

had no voice.

as citizens of these United States.

Questions
1.	From what historic document did the authors
borrow language? Why do you think they did so?

2.	How would you describe the tone of
this Declaration?

3.

What evidence of men’s “tyranny” is offered?
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4. How do you think this document was received by
the general public in 1848? Explain.

5. Based on this primary-source text and the
Upfront article, why do you think the Seneca Falls
Convention is considered such a milestone?
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