ALL PRINTABLES FOR
September 2, 2019
QUIZZES
Multiple-choice comprehension questions about the following articles:
• No Hiding Your Face?
• What You Need to Know About Checks & Balances
• The Legacy of Gandhi

CORE SKILLS PAGES
• Making Connections
A skills sheet to help students understand the causes and effects
in the article “What You Need to Know About Checks & Balances”
• Up Close
Students respond to writing prompts to better understand the central ideas
in the article “No Hiding Your Face?”
• Organizing Ideas
A skills sheet to help students outline the central ideas and key details
in “No Hiding Your Face?”
• Get a Clue
Students determine word meanings from context in the article “The Legacy of Gandhi.”
• ‘Do or Die’’
Primary Source: Excerpts from Gandhi’s 1942 speech to the All-India Congress Committee
urging nonviolent resistance to British rule
• Be the Editor
Students answer multiple-choice editing questions taken from “What You Need to Know
About Checks & Balances.”
• Analyzing Authors’ Claims
A skills sheet to help students understand the debate on whether the Green New Deal
is a good idea.

GRAPH
Health and Wealth in India
Students answer questions about graphs that show GDP and life expectancy in India
over several decades.

CARTOON ANALYSIS
Students answer questions about a political cartoon illustrating the three “branches”
of government.

PHOTO ANALYSIS
Students answer questions about a photo showing the use of facial recognition software
to identify unknowing pedestrians.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Class discussion prompts to get students thinking more critically about the articles
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QUIZ

For use with “No Hiding Your Face?” on p. 6 of the magazine

Test Your Knowledge
Choose the best answer for each of the following questions about “No Hiding Your Face?”
For the analysis section, refer to the article as needed.
CHECK COMPREHENSION

ANALYZE THE TEXT

1.

5.

Alvaro Bedoya says, “This is the most pervasive
and risky surveillance technology of the 21st
century.” His tone can best be described as ___.

a assault
b murder

a alarmed

c

b celebratory

shoplifting

d all of the above

c

egotistical

d vengeful

2.

What flaw in the design of facial recognition
technology does the article discuss?

6.

the idea that San Francisco’s ban on the use

a how slow it is

of facial recognition by law enforcement was

b how hard it is to run searches
c

Which detail does the author include to develop

“largely precautionary”?

problems with accuracy in identifying matches

d the lack of enough cameras on the streets

a “The growing use of this technology is fueling

Police departments say that the flaws with facial

b “San Francisco’s police department hadn’t used

a heated debate.”

3.

facial recognition.”

recognition systems aren’t a problem because ___.
c

a no laws are being broken
b they rely on facial recognition for leads,

it’s used.”

not evidence
c

few police departments use facial recognition

d all of the above

4.

“It could spark similar legislation elsewhere.”

d “They say cities should craft regulations on how

7.

When the author says “200 million cameras
track and identify citizens in real time to keep
them in line,” he employs which literary device?

How many Americans have their images stored
in at least one facial recognition database

a idiom

searchable by law enforcement agencies?

b metaphor
c

a one-tenth
b one-quarter
c

hyperbole

d foreshadowing

one-third

8.

d half

Based on Matt Cagle’s quotation in the article,
you can infer that he is ___.
a against police use of facial recognition systems
b in favor of following China’s lead with the technology
c

hopeful that Congress will soon ban the technology

d doubtful the U.S. could become a surveillance state

IN-DEPTH QUESTIONS Please use the other side of this paper for your responses.

9.

The author says, “Its use is advancing so rapidly that it’s outpacing Congress’s ability to legislate it.” What does
the author mean? Why is this a concern to some people?

10.
T8 •

The article ends with a quotation. What other quotation from the article could also be an effective ending? Why?
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What kind of crimes have police solved
using facial recognition software?
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For use with “Checks & Balances” on p. 10 of the magazine

Test Your Knowledge

Uses: copy machine, opaque projector, or transparency master for overhead projector. Scholastic Inc. grants teacher-subscribers to The New York Times Upfront permission to reproduce this Skills Sheet for use in their classrooms. ©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

Choose the best answer for each of the following questions about “Checks & Balances.”
For the analysis section, refer to the article as needed.
CHECK COMPREHENSION

ANALYZE THE TEXT

1.

5.

What was the Framers’ intention with the system

What is the main purpose of the first five paragraphs

of checks and balances?

of the article?

a to keep political parties from becoming too powerful

a to tell why the United States has a constitution

b to prevent one branch of the government from

b to convince readers that the Constitution is flawed
c

becoming too powerful
c

to ensure that the president would be the only

to suggest that many forms of government face
challenges that test their strength

d to explain why understanding the system of checks

official who could agree to treaties
d to create a way for the federal government

and balances is particularly important now

to provide more services to citizens

6.

2.

The author says, “But lurking in the back of their

Which is NOT an example of the system of checks

minds was the experience of being ruled by a tyrant,

and balances at work?

Britain’s King George III.” Which word best conveys
that the author is telling about a concern the

a The president vetoes a bill.

Framers had?

b A Supreme Court justice retires.
c

a But

The Senate refuses to approve a treaty.

d The federal courts block an executive order.

b lurking
c

3.

a prevent people from voting
b lead to too many impeachments
c

7.

create divisions in the government

reasonably infer that with “powerful,” she is
referring to an increase in ___.
a gold reserves

What is impeachment?

b military strength

a the way a congressional investigation begins

c

b the process Congress can use to remove
the steps the president follows when appointing
a federal judge
d the report the Supreme Court issues when ruling
that a law is unconstitutional

responsibilities and functions

d the number of federal judges

a president or other federal official from office
c

The author says, “The other big change is how
powerful the government has become.” You can

d take over the job of congressional committees

4.

back

d experience

The Framers feared that political parties would ___.

8.

John Fortier says, “The people can speak.”
He means: The people can settle the matter ___.
a with speeches
b by writing letters
c

by voting

d in the court system

IN-DEPTH QUESTIONS Please use the other side of this paper for your responses.

9.

Pick one quotation in the article. How does the inclusion of this quotation help develop a central idea of the article?

10.

The subtitle for the article asks: Is the Framers’ plan for a separation of powers playing out as they envisioned?
Share your opinion in response to this question. Support your ideas with evidence from the article.
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For use with “The Legacy of Gandhi” on p. 18 of the magazine

Test Your Knowledge

Choose the best answer for each of the following questions about “The Legacy of Gandhi.”
For the analysis section, refer to the article as needed.
CHECK COMPREHENSION

ANALYZE THE TEXT

1.

5.

When did British rule in India begin?

to oppression. Which section in the article contains

b 1893

details that develop this idea?

1919

d 1947

a ”Gandhi’s Rise”
b ”British India”

2.

c

Which British entity first ruled India?
a the Raj
b the British Crown
c

”The Salt March”

d all of the above

a private company

6.

In the section “British India,” the word galvanized
most nearly means ___.

d the British Parliament

a forced people to give up

3.

b caused people to take action

What was the Salt March?

c

a an act of defiance led by Gandhi
b a war between India and Pakistan
c

an oppressive law imposed by the British

d a British massacre of hundreds of Indians

4.

encouraged people to move away

d persuaded people to reach an agreement

7.

Which detail from the article best supports
the answer to question 6?

Based on the article, which was NOT a factor that

a “The Act was aimed at shutting down opposition”

led to Britain granting India independence?

b “British forces fired on the unarmed crowd”
c

a international pressure
b the “Quit India” movement
c

financial stress due to World War II

d the reduction of salt production in India

“they rallied around Gandhi”

d ”which had been dominated by elites”

8.

The author says, “within India tensions increased
between Hindus and Muslims.” This information
helps explain why ___.
a the British officially colonized India in 1858
b Gandhi began the “Quit India” movement
c

Gandhi wore simple clothes to identify
with the poor

d Britain divided the subcontinent into India
and Pakistan

IN-DEPTH QUESTIONS Please use the other side of this paper for your responses.

9.

The article quotes Gandhi’s famous statement “With this, I am shaking the foundations of the British empire.”
What did Gandhi mean by “foundations”? How was he shaking the foundations of the empire?

10.
T10 •

How is India today similar to and different from what Gandhi envisioned for the country?
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that Gandhi was committed to nonviolent resistance

a 1757
c

The first section of the article introduces the idea
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ANALYZE CAUSE & EFFECT

For use with “Checks & Balances” on p. 6 of the magazine

Indicating cause and effect is one technique authors use to draw connections between ideas or events
in an informational text. Read “Checks & Balances” and then complete the grid below with causes and
effects described in the article.
CAUSE(S):

EFFECT(S):

PAGE(S):

1.
The Framers realize that the Articles of
Confederation are too weak to effectively
bind the United States together.

2.
With the Constitution, the Framers
create a system of government with
three branches sharing power.

3.
The federal government takes on a larger
role in providing protections and services
for citizens in the late 19th and early
20th centuries.

4.
In United States v. Nixon, the Supreme
Court rules that the president isn’t above
the law and has to hand over the tapes.

5.
At least two-thirds of the Senate vote to
convict an impeached president.

SYNTHESIZE: Based on your notes and the article, write a brief essay on the causes and effects of the separation
of powers in the federal government.
SEPTEMBER 2, 2019 • UPFRONTMAGAZINE.COM
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Making Connections

Name 
CLOSE READING

Class 
For use with “No Hiding Your Face?” on p. 6 of the magazine

Up Close
Read the article closely, then answer each question below. Write three to five sentences for each response,
using evidence from the text to support your answers. Use a separate sheet of paper if you need more space.
1. W
 hat is the author’s main purpose in the first two paragraphs of the article?

2.	Use the article to summarize the main arguments put forth by people in favor of law enforcement
using facial recognition systems and by those who oppose it.

3. W
 hat does the author mean when he says “a worst-case scenario already exists in China”?

4.	The author says, “It might not be long before police departments across the U.S. begin 
using real-time facial recognition systems.” How does the author support this claim? 
Is the evidence sufficient?

5.	Clare Garvie says, “There is a fundamental absence of transparency around when and how police
use face recognition technology.” What is the meaning of the word transparency in this context?
What does Garvie think is one problem with police use of facial recognition systems?

6. What does the information in the “Facing the Future” sidebar on page 8 add to the main article?

SEPTEMBER 2, 2019 • UPFRONTMAGAZINE.COM
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No Hiding Your Face?

Name 
CENTRAL IDEAS & KEY DETAILS

Class 
For use with “No Hiding Your Face?” on p. 6 of the magazine

Tracking central ideas and key details can help you navigate the complexity of a nonfiction text.
After reading “No Hiding Your Face?” fill in the blank sections below to provide a full picture
of the information presented in the article.
Concerns some people have about police use of facial recognition systems:
1._________________________________________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________________________________________
3._________________________________________________________________________________________
4._________________________________________________________________________________________
Why some people support police use of facial recognition systems:
1._________________________________________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________________________________________
3._________________________________________________________________________________________
Entities other than police departments that use facial recognition systems:
1._________________________________________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________________________________________
3._________________________________________________________________________________________

ON YOUR OWN: The last section of this article explains that there are few regulations on how the police can
deploy the use of facial recognition systems. Based on the information provided in the article, what are two
regulations you think should be put in place? Or, if you think additional regulations are unnecessary, explain why.
Cite details from the text to support your ideas.
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Organizing Ideas

Name 

Class 

VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT

For use with “The Legacy of Gandhi” on p. 18 of the magazine

Get a Clue
Today the region’s Muslim-Hindu divide persists.
And many say it has gotten worse with the re-election of
India’s prime minister, Narendra Modi, in May. Modi has
promoted a Hindu-nationalist message that has often
pitted Hindus against Muslims.
Since partition, India and Pakistan have fought three
wars, two over the disputed region of Kashmir, which
both claim. Both countries are nuclear-armed and they’ve

come close to a nuclear confrontation. Fighting between
the two countries increased recently after a suicide
bomber from a Pakistan-based militant group killed 40
Indian troops in Kashmir in February, in the region’s
deadliest attack in three decades.
Prakash of Princeton says that if Gandhi were alive
today, he’d be working toward healing these divisions, as
well as eliminating inequality and the caste system . . . .

1.

2.

PART A
The word pitted most
nearly means ___.
a divided easily
b worked alongside
c set in competition
d operated independently

3.

PART A
The word disputed most
nearly means ___.
a destroyed by fighting
b thought to be difficult
to develop
c inhabited by people from
all over the world
d argued over

PART A
The word confrontation most
nearly means ___.
a battle
b treaty
c discussion
d agreement

PART B
Which word or phrase from
the article provides the best
support for the answer to
Part A?
a “region’s”
b “message”
c “often”
d “against”

PART B
Which word or phrase from the
article provides the best support
for the answer to Part A?
a “Since partition”
b “fought”
c “both claim”
d “nuclear-armed”

PART B
Which word or phrase from the
article provides the best support
for the answer to Part A?
a “close”
b “Fighting”
c “increased”
d “group”

GOING FURTHER Use context to explore these additional words from the article.

4. Infer the meaning of the word persists:____________________________________________________________________
Now use that word in an original sentence: ______________________________________________________________________

5. Infer the meaning of the word promoted:____________________________________________________________________
Now give an example of an idea another world leader has promoted: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Paying attention to context can help you infer the meanings of challenging words you encounter in texts. Use context
clues in this excerpt from the article “The Legacy of Gandhi” to figure out the meanings of the boldfaced words.
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PAIRING A PRIMARY & SECONDARY SOURCE

For use with “The Legacy of Gandhi” on p. 18 of the magazine

‘Do or Die’

On August 8, 1942, Mohandas Gandhi delivered a speech before the All-India Congress Committee (AICC) urging
members to vote in favor of the “Quit India Resolution,” which called for nonviolent mass resistance to British rule
until the British “quit,” or left, India. The AICC, a group pushing for Indian independence, voted in favor of the
resolution, launching the “Quit India Movement” with Gandhi as its leader. The next day, the British arrested Gandhi.
excerpts from Gandhi’s speech along with the Upfront article to answer the questions at the bottom of this page.

Excerpts from Gandhi’s Speech
to the All-India Congress Committee, August 8, 1942
. . . I believe that in the history of the world, there
has not been a more genuinely democratic struggle for

We must get rid of this feeling. Our quarrel is not with
the British people. We fight their imperialism.

freedom than ours. I read [about the] French Revolution

[. . .]

while I was in prison, and [Indian Prime Minister

Here is a mantra, a short one, that I give you. You may

Jawaharlal Nehru] has told me something about the

imprint it on your hearts and let every breath of yours

Russian Revolution. But it is my conviction that inasmuch

give expression to it. The mantra is: “Do or Die.” We

as these struggles were fought with the weapon of

shall either free India or die in the attempt; we shall not

violence, they failed to realize the democratic ideal. In

live to see the perpetuation of our slavery. Every true

the democracy which I have envisaged, a democracy

Congressman or woman will join the struggle with an

established by nonviolence, there will be equal freedom

inflexible determination not to remain alive to see the

for all. Everybody will be his own master. It is to join a

country in bondage and slavery. Let that be your pledge.

struggle for such democracy that I invite you today. Once

. . . Let every man and woman live every moment of his

you realize this, you will forget the differences between the

or her life hereafter in the consciousness that he or she

Hindus and Muslims, and think of yourselves as Indians

eats or lives for achieving freedom and will die, if need

only, engaged in the common struggle for independence.

be, to attain that goal. Take a pledge, with God and your

Then, there is the question of your attitude towards

own conscience as witness, that you will no longer rest

the British. I have noticed that there is hatred towards

till freedom is achieved and will be prepared to lay down

the British among the people. The people say they are

your lives in the attempt to achieve it. He who loses his

disgusted with their behaviour. The people make no

life will gain it; he who will seek to save it shall lose it.

distinction between British imperialism and the British

Freedom is not for the coward or the faint-hearted. . . .

people. To them, the two are one. This hatred would even
make them welcome the Japanese.* It is most dangerous.

envisaged—conceived of; imagined

It means that they will exchange one slavery for another.

imperialism—the policy of increasing a nation’s power

*The Japanese, who had an empire that extended across Southeast Asia,
were fighting the British in World War II.

by colonizing other nations
perpetuation—continuation

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.

How would you describe the tone and purpose

4.

of these excerpts from Gandhi’s speech?

2.
3.

In the second paragraph, what does Gandhi mean by
“. . . they will exchange one slavery for another”?

T12 •

paragraph? How does he use repetition to convince
his listeners to respond to his call to action?

Based on the first paragraph, what is Gandhi’s vision
for how India’s independence will be achieved?

What call to action does Gandhi make in the last

5.

Based on these excerpts and the Upfront article, why
do you think Gandhi’s followers called him Mahatma
(“great soul”)?

Uses: copy machine, opaque projector, or transparency master for overhead projector. Scholastic Inc. grants teacher-subscribers to The New York Times Upfront permission to reproduce this Skills Sheet for use in their classrooms. ©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

But the movement could not be stopped. In 1947, India gained independence after 190 years of British rule. Use the
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WRITING & LANGUAGE

For use with “Checks & Balances” on p. 10 of the magazine

Below is a rough draft of a section of the article “Checks & Balances.” You’ll notice that certain parts
of the excerpt are underlined and numbered. In the column on the right, you’ll find choices or alternatives
for each underlined part. Choose the one that makes the most sense, improves the clarity of ideas,
or fixes an error in sentence structure, usage, or punctuation. In cases where you think the original
version is best, select “no change.”
“What they came up with was what they thought was the

1.

best of all worlds,” says Corey Brettschneider, a political science
professor at Brown University. “The checks are meant to be
a way for all the branches to be accountable to the rule of law

no change
b need
c will need
d had needed

1

The reason for the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia,

Confederation—the new nation’s first constitution—were too
weak to effectively bind the United States together. The Framers
understood that the nation needed an executive with some
2

authority to act on matters of national importance. But lurking
in the back of they’re minds was the experience of being
3

ruled by a tyrant, Britain’s king George III. They had fought
4

a revolution to get rid of the king and were leery of putting
too much power into the hands of a president.
“The big innovation of the Founders is that you divide
power,” says David Azerrad, a political expert at the Heritage
Foundation in Washington, D.C. “You don’t put all the power
in one place, and you give the branches some control over one
another. The underlying premise is that each branch is going

no change
people; without
people, without
people “without

2.	a

and the people: without any one branch being able to take over.”

scholars say, was the realization that the Articles of

a
b
c
d

3.

a
b
c
d

no change
their
there
they are

4.	a

no change
b a Tyrant, Britain’s King George III
c a Tyrant, Britain’s king George III
d a tyrant, Britain’s King George III

5.	Based on the underlined information
in the last paragraph, what would
be a logical topic sentence for
the next paragraph?
a The Articles of Confederation had
been ratified in 1781.
b G
 eorge III had definitely made
a strong impact on the Framers.
c Each branch can check the power of
the other branches in several ways.
d A
 s a result, the Framers meet in
Philadelphia to come up with a new
plan for the government.

to be [protective] of its power and will check the others.”
5
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Be the Editor

ANALYZE & EVALUATE CLAIMS

For use with “Is a Green New Deal a Good Idea?” on p. 22 of the magazine

Analyzing Authors’ Claims

Read the debate on pages 22-23 about whether a Green New Deal is a good idea, then follow the directions below

Uses: copy machine, opaque projector, or transparency master for overhead projector. Scholastic Inc. grants teacher-subscribers to The New York Times Upfront permission to reproduce this Skills Sheet for use in their classrooms. ©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

to analyze each author’s claims and decide who makes a stronger case.

AUTHOR: Senator Bernie Sanders

AUTHOR: Senator John Barrasso

Independent of Vermont

Republican of Wyoming

Author’s main claim or argument in the debate:

Author’s main claim or argument in the debate:

REASON 1: Name one reason the author gives for his claim.

REASON 1: Name one reason the author gives for his claim.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 1.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 1.

REASON 2: Name another reason the author presents.

REASON 2: Name another reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 2.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 2.

REASON 3: Name a third reason the author presents.

REASON 3: Name a third reason the author presents.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 3.

List evidence the author gives to support Reason 3.

What persuasive devices does the author use?

What persuasive devices does the author use?

___ Appeals to emotions

___ Appeals to emotions

___ Uses data or scholarly research

___ Uses data or scholarly research

___ Tells why the other side’s argument is weak

___ Tells why the other side’s argument is weak

___ Other:

___ Other:

EVALUATE: Which author do you think makes a more effective case? Do you spot any weaknesses, such as a bias or missing
information, in either argument? Explain on a separate sheet of paper.
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For use with “The Legacy of Gandhi” on p. 18 of the magazine

Health and
Wealth in India

to help promote the health and wealth of
a people who had been oppressed and kept

$2.0
$1.5
$1.0
$0.5

at an economic disadvantage when India was

$0

a colony. Over time, the quality of life in India

1960

’65

’70

’75

’80

’85

improved greatly. Poverty rates declined,

’90

’95

2000

’05

YEAR

LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH IN INDIA

the graphs to the right—gross domestic
product and life expectancy rose. Today, India

The top graph shows India’s gross domestic
product (GDP) by year from 1960 to 2017, in
today’s U.S. dollars. GDP is the value of all
goods and services produced within a country
in one year. It’s a way to gauge a nation’s wealth.
The bottom graph shows the average life
expectancy at birth in India from 1960 to 2017.

’15 ’17

*adjusted for inflation

literacy rates went up, and—as reflected by

has the fifth largest economy in the world.

’10

75
70
65
60
55
50
45
40

1960

’65

’70

’75

’80

’85

’90

’95

2000

’05

’10

’15 ’17

YEAR

SOURCE: WORLD BANK

form of government, and instituting policies

AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY (IN YEARS)
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writing a constitution, setting up a democratic

$2.5

GDP

India became an independent nation

in 1947. Its new leaders immediately set about

$3.0

(IN TRILLIONS OF U.S. DOLLARS*)

A

fter nearly 200 years under British rule,

GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT OF INDIA

ANALYZE THE GRAPHS

1. India’s GDP

2. In which year

3. The life expectancy

4. In which year

5. Since 1960, life

was the lowest

was India’s GDP

of a newborn in

was the life

expectancy in India

in ___.

about 2.7 trillion

India in 1960 was

expectancy in

has risen by about

dollars?

about ___.

India about

___.

a 1960

69 years?

b 1980

a 1975

a 41 years

c 2000

b 1990

b 57 years

a 1971

a 6 years
b 17 years

d 2010

c 2003

c 62 years

b 1988

c 21 years

d 2017

d 68 years

c 2002

d 28 years

d 2017
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

6.
7.

What do the graphs add to your understanding of the lives of Indians under British rule?
Based on the graphs, what connections can you make between the economic success of a country
and the health of its citizens?
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For use with “Checks & Balances” on p. 10 of the magazine
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Analyze the Political Cartoon (Photo appears on p. 13 of the magazine.)
1. W
 hat does the tree represent? What does each branch represent?

2. Which branch is holding the chain saw? How has it used the chain saw?

3. What message is the cartoonist trying to send about the state of the system of checks and balances?
(Note that the cartoon was originally published in 2013.) Do you agree or disagree with the
cartoonist’s message? Why?

Uses: copy machine, opaque projector, or transparency master for overhead projector. Scholastic Inc. grants teacher-subscribers to The New York Times Upfront permission to reproduce this Skills Sheet for use in their classrooms. ©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

CARTOON ANALYSIS
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Analyze the Photos (Photos appear on page 7 of the magazine.)
1. Who are the two people standing in front of the monitor? What are they doing?

2. Are the people in the large image on the left side of the monitor aware that they are
being watched? What suggests this?

3. What does the white box around the pedestrian’s face signify? How is the box related
to the small images displayed on the right side of the monitor?

4. Does this photo change your opinion of facial recognition one way or the other? Explain.

Uses: copy machine, opaque projector, or transparency master for overhead projector. Scholastic Inc. grants teacher-subscribers to The New York Times Upfront permission to reproduce this Skills Sheet for use in their classrooms. ©2019 by Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

For use with “No Hiding Your Face?” on p. 6 of the magazine
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PHOTO ANALYSIS
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Name 
For use with the article on p. 6 of the magazine

WATCH A VIDEO about facial recognition in
China & Ecuador at UPFRONTMAGAZINE.COM

COVER STORY

No Hiding Your Face?

1. How have police used facial recognition to help solve crimes?

More police departments are using facial recognition to help solve crimes.

But as the use of the technology grows, so do privacy concerns. BY JOE BUBAR

I

2. What concerns have civil liberties advocates raised about the police using 
MASKOT/GETTY IMAGES (TEENS); SAUL LOEB/AFP/GETTY IMAGES (SURVEILLANCE)

facial recognition?

3. Why do many law enforcement experts believe facial recognition is a valuable

Facial
recognition
for law enforcement
on display at a tech
conference in
Washington, D.C.

PHOTO CREDITS

tool?

t was all caught on camera. In 2017, a woman
director of Georgetown Law’s Center on Privacy &
entered a store in Cornelius, Oregon, stashed a
Technology (C.P.T.).
$130 pair of boots in her purse, and walked out.
Those concerns led San Francisco last spring to
The Washington County Sheriff’s Office
become the first U.S. city to ban the use of facial
uploaded images of her face that had been
recognition by the police and other city agencies.
captured by the security cameras to the office’s
The move was largely precautionary, since San
newest crime-solving tool: a facial recognition
Francisco’s police department hadn’t used facial
system. Within seconds, the system came up with a recognition. But it could spark similar legislation
digital lineup of potential matches. When a deputy
elsewhere; other cities are already considering bans.
spoke to one of these women the next
However, many people argue
The Fourth
day, she confessed to the crime and
that facial recognition is a
was charged with theft. The case,
powerful and efficient tool for
Amendment
which in the past might never have
protects against keeping people safe. It could also
been cracked, was solved in just a day.
be used for finding missing people.
unreasonable Instead of banning the technology,
That’s just one of many recent
examples of police departments
they say cities should craft
searches and
using facial recognition to help solve
regulations on how it’s used.
seizures.
crimes, ranging from shoplifting to
“It is ridiculous to deny the value
assaults and mass shootings.
of this technology in securing airports and border
But the growing use of this technology is fueling
installations,” says Jonathan Turley, a constitutional
a heated debate. While some are calling it a
law expert at George Washington University in
breakthrough in policing, civil liberties advocates
Washington, D.C. “It is hard to deny that there is
see it differently. They say the technology isn’t
a public safety value to this technology.”
always accurate and could lead to wrongful arrests,
especially of people of color. They also argue
A Breakthrough in Policing?
that the use of facial recognition is an invasion of
You’re probably already familiar with facial
privacy, and they fear it could be used for mass
recognition. It’s used to tag friends on Facebook,
surveillance, allowing the police and government
unlock iPhones, and add filters on Snapchat.
agencies to secretly monitor people.
It’s becoming increasingly common in police
“This is the most pervasive and risky surveillance departments too. Although it’s difficult to say
technology of the 21st century,” says Alvaro Bedoya, exactly how many use the technology, a 2016

6
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4. Do you think the police should be allowed to use facial recognition? 
Why or why not?

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
CHECKS & BALANCES For use with the article on p. 10 of the magazine
NATIONAL

WATCH A VIDEO
about political parties at
UPFRONTMAGAZINE.COM

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Enforces Laws
The president is elected to a
four-year term and can serve
no more than two terms.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY JEFF MANGIAT; PAUL MORIGI/GETTY IMAGES FOR ELLE (GINSBERG); PAUL MORIGI/GETTY IMAGES (BREYER); MANDEL NGAN/CORBIS/VCG VIA GETTY IMAGES (ROBERTS); ANDREW HARRER/BLOOMBERG VIA GETTY IMAGES (GORSUCH); CHERISS MAY/NURPHOTO VIA GETTY IMAGES (PELOSI);
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1. In writing the Constitution, what were the Framers leery of while determining 
the role of the president?

H WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT H

Checks &
Balances
The standoff between Congress and the Trump administration
is intensifying. Is the Framers’ plan for a separation
of powers playing out as they envisioned? BY PATRICIA SMITH

L

1. Why did the Framers
create checks and balances?

ately, it seems as if the federal government is at war
with itself. The House of Representatives has been
investigating the White House, and lawmakers have
There weren’t a lot of functioning democracies to use
threatened to impeach President Trump over the
as examples when the Framers met in 1787 to write
findings in the Mueller Report. Earlier in the year,
the Constitution. Many of them had read the political
the president vetoed a congressional resolution that would
philosophers of the time and drew on their ideas. They took
have prevented him from building his wall on the U.S.what they liked from the British system. They borrowed from
Mexico border without Congress’s approval. And a battle
state governments. And they improvised.
over one of Trump’s appointees to the Supreme Court,
“What they came up with was what they thought
Brett Kavanaugh, was among the nastiest in memory.
was the best of all worlds,” says Corey Brettschneider,
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has gone so far as to say
a political science professor at Brown University. “The
that the nation is mired in a “constitutional crisis” over
checks are meant to be a way for all the branches to
the president’s blanket refusal to cooperate with
be accountable to the rule of law and the people,
congressional investigations. Trump has responded
without any one branch being able to take over.”
by vowing not to work with Democrats in Congress
Date the new federal
The reason for the Constitutional
on any legislation until the investigations end.
government began operating,
Convention in Philadelphia, scholars
What’s going on? Experts say it’s a
after ratification of the
U.S. Constitution
say, was the realization that the Articles
particularly heated showdown involving America’s
the previous
of Confederation—the new nation’s first
system of checks and balances. The Framers spread
year.
constitution—were too weak to effectively bind the
power among the three federal branches—executive,
legislative, and judicial—and gave each branch the ability to
United States together. The Framers understood that the
curb, or check, the power of the other two. In many cases, the
nation needed an executive with some authority to act on
system works without much fuss, as when Congress approves
matters of national importance. But lurking in the back of
a president’s Cabinet nominee. At other times in American
their minds was the experience of being ruled by a tyrant,
history, two branches have dug in their heels and fought over
Britain’s King George III. They had fought a revolution
their respective powers.
to get rid of the king and were leery of putting too much
“We’ve had some challenges in the past, and the system
power into the hands of a president.
responded appropriately,” says Norman Ornstein, a scholar at
“The big innovation of the Founders is that you divide
the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank
power,” says David Azerrad, a political expert at the Heritage
in Washington, D.C. “But I think we’re at a time of enormous
Foundation in Washington, D.C. “You don’t put all the power
and important testing of the system.”
in one place, and you give the branches some control over one
Here’s what you need to know about checks and balances,
another. The underlying premise is that each branch is going
and how they might come into play in the year ahead.
to be [protective] of its power and will check the others.”

2. What are some examples of checks and balances at work?

MARCH 4,
1789

3. How has the rise of political parties complicated the Framers’ design?

10

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

JUDICIAL BRANCH

Makes Laws

Evaluates Laws
The Supreme Court has nine
justices who are appointed
by the president and can
serve for life.

435 representatives in the House
serve two-year terms.
100 senators (two from each
state) serve six-year terms.

2. What does each branch do?
In a nutshell, the legislative branch
makes the laws, the executive branch
enforces the laws, and the judicial
branch evaluates the laws.
The three branches of the federal
government are designed to work
together but also to limit one another.
Congress passes laws, but the president
can veto bills passed by Congress,
preventing them from taking effect. A
veto, however, can be overridden if twothirds of lawmakers in both the House
and the Senate vote to do so.

The president appoints federal judges,
including Supreme Court justices, but
the Senate has to confirm those choices,
a power known as advice and consent.
Advice and consent also gives the Senate
the authority to approve any treaties the
president agrees to with other nations.
The federal courts can rule whether
laws approved by Congress and signed
by the president are unconstitutional. But
those same courts are appointed by the
president, subject to Senate approval.
The president can issue an executive

order and bypass Congress, but the
courts can rule that he’s overstepped his
authority and block it.
Congress also provides oversight of the
federal government—everything from the
military and the Internal Revenue Service
to the operation of the White House itself.
In fact, Ronald Weich, dean of the
University of Baltimore School of Law,
says oversight is “a core constitutional
function, a cornerstone of the structural
checks and balances on which our
federal government is built.”
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4. Do you think the system of checks and balances is working as the Framers
envisioned?

CUBA AT A CROSSROADS
For use with the article on p. 14 of the magazine

Cuba
AT A CROSSROADS

WATCH VIDEOS
about Mario and Maria Carla at
UPFRONTMAGAZINE.COM
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2. What does Richard Feinberg mean when he says, “I think the term ‘whiplash’
captures it well from the Cuban point of view”?
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What do rising tensions with the U.S. and
an economic slide mean for this Communist
nation on the cusp of change? BY PATRICIA SMITH

F

or young people in Cuba,
the past few years have
been a roller coaster ride.
There have been
many exciting changes,
bringing hope for the future. In a
poor country where virtually no
one owned a cellphone a decade
ago, they’ve become common. The
government has set up hundreds
of public Wi-Fi hotspots that allow
Cubans to use their phones to access
the internet. In 2016, to mark the
easing of relations between Cuba
and the United States, then-President
Barack Obama made a historic visit
to the Communist nation. Then last
year, the Castro family that had ruled
Cuba for more than half a century
relinquished power.
POPULATION
But there have also been a
11 million
number of discouraging setbacks.
The long-feeble Cuban economy has
PER CAPITA GDP
$12,300
hit a serious slump, and shortages
(U.S.: $59,500)
of food and other essentials have
soared. And President Trump, who
LITERACY RATE
99%
took office in 2017, views Cuba
(U.S.: 99%)
much differently than Obama did.
SOURCE: WORLD FACTBOOK (C.I.A.)
“For a lot of people, that was
very hopeful, Obama’s visit to Cuba,” says Mario Mirabales
Reina, a 16-year-old from Havana. “But it seems like it
didn’t result in anything.”
The U.S. and Cuba sit just 90 nautical miles apart, but
they have long been separated by deep ideological, political,

CUBA
AT A GLANCE

3. How are remittances important to Cubans?
4. What are some of the effects of Cuba’s economic problems?

14

Students in Trinidad, Cuba; antique American cars,
from before the U.S. embargo, are popular in Cuba.

and economic differences. For more than 50 years after Fidel
Castro led the Cuban Revolution, relations between the two
countries were frozen. In 2014, the U.S. and Cuba began to
slowly normalize relations, a key foreign policy goal of the
Obama administration.
But the thaw was short-lived. For the past few years,
President Trump has been rolling back many of the Obamaera measures that expanded travel and business ties, saying
they’ve helped support an authoritarian regime. In June,
the Trump administration announced new restrictions on
Americans’ ability to visit Cuba, including prohibiting cruise
ships from stopping there.
“The recent changes and the improved relations with the
U.S. had created a sense of hope,” says Richard Feinberg, a
Cuba expert at the University of California, San Diego. “But
now the economy is in crisis, and international relations
have suddenly soured. I think the term ‘whiplash’ captures

“Cubansaren’tmigrating
becausetheydon’tlike
theircountry.It’sfor
economicnecessity.”

JIM MCMAHON (MAP); MAURO LADU/AURORA PHOTOS, USA (STUDENTS).
OPPOSITE: LISETTE POOLE

1. What are some ways in which Cuba has changed in the past few years?

—Mario Mirabales Reina, 16
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THE LEGACY OF GANDHI
For use with the article on p. 18 of the magazine
TIMES PAST

Defying British law, Gandhi and followers
march to the sea to make salt, 1930.

Gandhi during one of
his many hunger strikes to
protest British rule, 1932

1. How did Mohandas Gandhi’s time in South Africa influence his later fight for
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THE LEGACY OF

3. Why did Martin Luther King Jr. call Gandhi his “guiding light”?

October marks the 150th birthday of the man
who stood up to the British empire and helped
give birth to modern India and Pakistan BY JOE BUBAR

18
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2. What were some of the struggles Indians faced under British rule?
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EXPLORE A PRIMARY SOURCE
Download excerpts from a Gandhi speech at
UPFRONTMAGAZINE.COM
to strangers,” says Gyan Prakash, a history professor at
Princeton University and the author of numerous books on
India. “The message Gandhi stood for was that public service or
politics was not just about power, but about something larger.”
Gandhi’s Rise
Gandhi, born on October 2, 1869, in western India, never
expected to be the face of a movement. But his moment of
truth, when he decided that he would dedicate his life to
fighting injustice, came in 1893, when he was 24 years old.
After graduating from law school, he’d been hired to work as
a lawyer for an Indian trader in South Africa.
Riding the train there one day with a first-class ticket, Gandhi
was asked to move to a third-class car to make room for a white
passenger. When he refused, he was thrown off the train.
The incident opened Gandhi’s eyes to discrimination
against non-whites that was common in South Africa, which
at the time was split between British and Dutch rule. More
than 150,000 Indians had been brought there as indentured
servants. In certain provinces, they were forbidden to own
property and vote in local elections, and they had to register
with the government and have their fingerprints taken.
Gandhi spent 21 years fighting these injustices. During
this time, he developed his philosophy of nonviolence: that
the only way to bring about change was through peaceful
demonstrations, such as boycotts, marches, and sit-ins.
“The first principle of nonviolent action,” he wrote, “is
that of noncooperation with everything humiliating.”
After negotiating the repeal of some of South Africa’s most
oppressive laws targeting Indians, Gandhi brought his method
of nonviolent action back to India.

e was a frail man who wore glasses and a
traditional Hindu loincloth called a dhoti, walked
with a bamboo staff, and had a toothless grin.
He looked like a simple Hindu holy man. But
armed only with great courage and a strong
commitment to nonviolent resistance, Mohandas Gandhi
took on one of the world’s mightiest empires.
For nearly 30 years, Gandhi led the movement that
British India
eventually forced Britain to grant independence to India,
India had been under British rule dating back to 1757, when an
its most prized colony, in 1947. The subcontinent was
army assembled by Great Britain’s East India Company (a group
partitioned, or divided, into two nations: India and Pakistan.
of British investors who wanted to trade with India) defeated
In October, celebrations will ring out across India in honor
the governor of Bengal in a battle near Calcutta. This private
of the 150th birthday of Gandhi, known as
company, with its own troops and powers of
the “Father of the Nation.” Today India is the ‘The first principle taxation, soon became the dominant force
world’s largest democracy, and it has the fifth
on a subcontinent of 400 million people. It
of nonviolent
largest economy in the world, according to
was a brutal and often racist overseer whose
action is that of
the International Monetary Fund. However,
indifference helped create and exacerbate
noncooperation.’ famines in India in the late 1700s.
tensions have recently risen between the
nation’s Hindu majority and its Muslim minority, as well as
A failed uprising by Indian troops led the British Crown to
between India and Pakistan. And many experts believe the
dissolve the East India Company in 1858 and take control of
region is moving away from the ideals for which Gandhi fought. the subcontinent, making it an official colony (see timeline,
Yet Gandhi is still revered worldwide, not only for helping
p. 20). In 1919, the British passed the Rowlatt Act, which
liberate the Indian subcontinent from British imperialism, but
gave the Raj (as the British administration in India was
for his nonviolent protests, which inspired many other civil
known) the power to imprison without trial anyone thought
rights movements, including the one led by Martin Luther
to be plotting to overthrow the government.
King Jr. in the United States (see “Gandhi & MLK,” p. 20).
The Act was aimed at shutting down opposition from
Gandhi envisioned a world “of neighborliness and openness
Indian nationalists, but it had the opposite effect: The push
SEPTEMBER 2, 2019
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4. Why do some experts believe India is moving away from the ideals for which
Gandhi fought?
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